Speakers’ biographies

Aleksandar Peković, (1970) is a film and TV producer, currently in the position of  Deputy Secretary for Culture of the City of Beograd. He is the initiator and president of the Organizational Committee for the Submission of Candidacy of the City of Beograd for the European Capital of Culture 2020. He is a chairman of the Board of the October Salon, the most important event in Serbia featuring actual tendencies in the domain of visual arts. He has a 25-years of experience in production (movie, tv and music industry) and he is the author of the television documentary series “With camera around the world”. He was a director of the Musical Production of the Radio Television of Serbia (Serbian Broadcasting Corporation). He wrote articles for journals and professional magazines and was a lecturer of the subject “Art in Communication and Marketing in Music”  at the Faculty of Philology in Kragujevac. He was awarded several times for the Project of Beograd’s bid for the European Capital of Culture 2020.

Andrea Brbaklić, holds BC in Economy and the last five years has been working at Erste Bank in Serbia at the position of Communication Division Executive Director. As communication advisor, she participated in many significant privatisation and transformation processes. She spent three months in New York as one of the participants of the “Women Leaders Mentoring Program” after which she established a similar programme in Serbia. She is the one of the founders of Serbian Public Relations Association and co-author of book “Media Relations”. Since 2008, Andrea Brbaklić has been the member of the Managing Board of the project “Places in the Heart”, initiated by the Jefferson Institute. Since 2009 she has been the Managing Board Chairwoman of this project. Andrea is also the Vice President of United Nations Global Compact in Serbia. Andrea’s Erste Bank team got a series of awards for socially responsible business and corporate philanthropy. 

Biljana Srbljanović, born in 1970, Biljana graduated from the Belgrade’s Academy of Dramatic Arts, where she has been teaching ever since. She is currently doing her PhD studies at the same University. She was a visiting professor and a Fulbright scholar at NYU Tisch School of the Arts (2002/03), visiting professor at Paolo Grassi Art School in Milan, and is currently a visiting professor at Vienna’s University for Applied Arts. She has published ten plays and numerous essays, editorials and articles in Pescanik, Le Monde, La Repubblica, Der Standard, Der Spiegel, B92 etc. Her plays have been translated into 25 languages, and performed in over 100 theaters all over the world. She won the Serbian Sterija Award for the Best New Play five times, the Slobodan Selenic and Joakim Vujic Awards, the Erns Toller Prize (1999) and the Freedom Prize (2003) – both for her engagement between arts and politics. In 2007, she won the most prestigious European theater Award, the Europe Prize for New Theatrical Realities. She is active in human and animal rights, and she is a blogger and a social media activist. She lives and works between Belgrade, Paris and Baku.

Biljana Zdravković is a cultural manager and for the past 25 years she was running the International Jeunesses Musicales Competition in Belgrade and was responsible for international co-operation of JM Serbia. She had been member of different Jeunesses Musicales International (Brussels) and World Federation of International Music Competitions (Geneva) bodies, as well as the first president of European Union of JM created in 1998. Biljana Zdravković was managing some of the most important chamber ensembles in Serbia, such as the Belgrade Strings and St. George Strings. She is holder of the title Chevalier des arts et des letters awarded to her by the French Government in 2008. Biljana Zdravković has been General Manager of Jugokoncert (the Belgrade Concert Agency) and Belgrade Music Festival – BEMUS nearly 10 years (since 2002). She is currently member of the European Festivals Association Board, president of SEFA – Serbian Festivals Association and general project manager of NBO – No Borders Orchestra.

Daniela Maffeo, graduated with a degree in Business Economy from Bologna University in 2004 and then gained an MA in Economics and Management of Cultural Heritage at the University of Tor Vergata in Rome in 2006. She is co-founder and vice president of the NGO ReKult, which organizes cultural and artistic projects in Europe.
Darijan Mihajlović, theatre director. He was born in Belgrade in 1972. He graduated theatre and radio directing from the Faculty of Dramatic Arts in Belgrade. He is the holder of the grant of the Madlena Janković Foundation in the field of the dramatic arts. He was the art director of the Dadov Theatre from 1994 till 2000, where he ran the acting studio. He is one of the founders, and also director and producer of the theatre troupe  “Torpedo“, which toured almost all European countries and some of the most prominent European festivals. He is the assistant at the Faculty of Dramatic Arts department for theatre directing. He received a number of awards: - “Joakim Vujić“ Award for best directing in 1998, for the performance A Spear of the Theatre from Užice. - “Golden Turkey“ for the best directing of the performance An Easy Piece performed by the theatre from Kruševac (Jagodina, 2001). - “The Golden Plaque of the City of Belgrade“, the award for the best directing and the best short movie at the Festival of the short, documentary and animated film. - The special award of the jury and “The Golden Orange“ at the Festival of short and documentary film in Antalya. - The annual award for the best performance of the Serbian National Theatre in Novi Sad, for Verdi’s Macbeth, 2002. He directed a number of theatre performances and operas. He is the author of two published drama texts. He directed two TV series.  He was the President of the Union of Serbian Drama Artists from 2000-2003. From 2005 until 2009 he was the secretary of culture of the City of Belgrade. From 2009 until 2011 member of the City council, City of Belgrade.

Dejan Ubović, represents the Cultural Front, Belgrade. He studied anthropology and project management in Belgrade. By establishing Cultural Front in 2000 he puts his knowledge into practical work. That same year he initiated project Cross Radio, which is the first media project after the war in ex Yugoslavia that still lasts, connecting 14 cities of the whole region. Besides that he also launched the festival of documentary film, project of re-socialization of the ex prisoners through art, Festival of Light (Belgrade of Light), Nordic summer cooperation programme with five Nordic countries, Balkan Beat - Balkan music conference, as well as the Forum Belgrade conference, in cooperation with A Soul for Europe initiative. Finally, in 2008 he initiated the European centre for culture and debate, which was open in an old industrial building in centre of Belgrade. The centre was named Grad and in the first 18 months has 48.000 visitors during more than 320 events. 

Giusy Chierchia, holds a MA in Arts and Culture from the University of Milan. She has  been working for the European Cultural Foundation, ReKult, Balkan Buro and the Danube Foundation. She also successfully got a master degree in European Studies at the International School for Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Amsterdam with a thesis on the role of civil society in filling the EU democratic deficit. She recently accomplished the European Diploma in Cultural Management at the Foundation Marcel-Hicter where she developed a research about how cultural NGOs can become more sustainable. 

Igor Štiks was born in Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. He is the author of two award-winning novels (A castle in Romagna and Elijah’s Chair) translated into a dozen European languages. Together with Srecko Horvat he wrote a book (The Right to Rebellion) on direct democratic practices, the student protests and new left movement in Croatia (Fraktura, Zagreb 2010). He published numerous scholarly articles on citizenship and nationalism in the Balkans. Igor Štiks is a postdoctoral research fellow at the University of Edinburgh.

Ljiljana Milanović, a graduate of the Faculty of Political Sciences in Belgrade, she has found The Nis Cultural Center and has been working there for 8 years as the Editor of Theatrics Department. Seven years ago, thanks to the company Philip Morris International, an umbrella project under the name The Art of Giving was launched. The project has a unique concept of presenting fine art (plays, concerts, ballet, movies…) to the audience and inviting the business community to buy tickets for the events thus raising funds for solving some of the key social or environmental issues in Nis. Ljiljana Milanovic has been the Project manager since its beginning and the project has evolved into an NGO a couple of years later.

Ljubiša Ristić is a Yugoslav theater director. Together with Nada Kokotović, Dušan Jovanović and Rade Šerbedžija he founded KPGT theatre (acronym for theatre in four different Yugoslavian lanuages). In 1995, together with Ms. Danka Lenđel he founded the International Art Center KPGT in the old sugar refinery near Ada Ciganlija, in Čukarica in Belgrade.

Milena Dragićević-Šešić is the head of UNESCO Chair in Cultural  Policy & Management (Interculturalism & Mediation in the Balkans). She is the former President of University of Arts, Belgrade and Member of the Boards: European Diploma in Cultural Project Management (Foundation Marcel Hicter, Bruxelles); Cultural Policy Research Award (ECF, Amsterdam). Guest lecturer at numerous universities. Commandeur dans l`Ordre des Palmes Academiques, Member of National Council for Science (2006-2010). She published 15 books, numerous essays (Art management in turbulent times: adaptable quality management; Culture: management, animation, marketing; Intercultural mediation in the Balkans; Neofolk culture; Art and alternative; Urban spectacle; Horizons of reading…) Translated in 16 languages.
Milica Pekić is an art historian and curator based in Belgrade, Serbia. She graduated from the department The History of Art, Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade. She is co-founder of the KIOSK Platform for contemporary art, and since 2002 till present, is actively engaged in creating, developing and curating KIOSK projects. She was curator at O3ONE gallery in Belgrade from 2004-2007. As a curator she participated in numerous projects locally, regionally and internationally. She completed programs “European diploma in cultural project management” as well as USA government program titled “Cultural, performing and visual arts management in US” within the “International visitors leadership program”. Her articles, papers and essays have been published extensively, in numerous magazines, publications and catalogues.

Milosav Marinović is a dramatist, playwriter and screenwriter; a former dramatist at Theatre Atelje 212 and Art Director of Theatre at Terazije, Creative Director at advertising agencies Quartet, deputy Minister of Culture of the Republic of Serbia in the period 2002-2004, an expert consultant on several international projects, co-founder and activist in several non-governmental organizations in Serbia, among others: YUSTAT Center, Smart Kolektiv and Liceulice. Since 2009 he is director and editor in chief of Liceulice magazine – street paper.

Nele Hertling, Co-founder and member of the “A Soul for Europe” Strategy Group. Degree in German Philology and Theatre. Some of Nele Hertling’s roles have included: 1963-1988 Research Associate at the Academy of Arts in Berlin (West). Artistic Director of “Berlin - European Capital of Culture, 1988”. 1989-2003 Director of the Hebbel Theatre in Berlin, Artistic Director of the “Theater der Welt” festival (1999). 2003-2007 Head of the DAAD’s (Deutscher Akademischer Austausch Dienst) Artists-in-Berlin programme. Since 2006, she has been Vice-President of the Academy of Arts.

Peter Tomaž Dobrila is an IT engineer and a musician who focuses on the creative use of the new technologies. He has performed all over the globe. He cofounded the Multimedia Centre KIBLA, Maribor. He initiated Multimedia Center Network of Slovenia – M3C, he started the X-OP – eXchange of art Operators and Producers as European project and ASEUM – Asia-Europe Media platform. He co-developed the winning candidature for the European Captital of Culture 2012 for Maribor and Local Program for Culture of the Municipality of Maribor 2007-2011. He initiated winning candidacy for Ljubljana – World Book Capital 2010 at UNESCO. He was a member of a committee for the National Program for Culture 2008-2011 and several expert committees at the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia. He was appointed as a General director of the Directorate for Arts at the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia. Now he’s working at the Maribor 2012 – European Capital of Culture Public Institute.
Pierluigi Sacco, professor of Cultural Economics, IULM University (Milan). He also teaches Economic Thought at San Raffaele University (Milan), and Cultural Industries at the University of Italian Switzerland (Lugano). He does extensive research and consulting activity internationally on cultural economics, cultural and creative industries and culture-led local development, with a special focus on European Cultural Capitals and their aftermath. He has published extensively and is in the scientific board of the Creative Industries Journal, Economia della Cultura, Quality and Quantity and Mind and Society.

Sandrina Martins is a graduate of Paris’ Dauphine University. She holds a diploma of advanced studies in societal and cultural change in Europe from IEE (the Vincennes-Saint Denis Institute of European Studies). From 1995 to 2000, she was a technical advisor to Grenoble’s Centre Chorégraphique National (National Choreographic Centre). From 2000 to 2004, she was responsible for circus and street arts at the Direction des Affaires Culturelles (Cultural Affairs Department) in Paris. She arrived in Marseille in 2005 to take up a position as the administrator of Montevideo, a centre for contemporary artistic creations. She then moved on to become the secretary general of actOral, an international festival of contemporary art and literature that took place between 2007 and 2009. She joined Marseille-Provence 2013 in November 2009 as a project manager for the EuroMediterranean Workshops.

Stina Oscarson is a director and dramatist. Since May 2011 she is head of Drama Swedish Public Service Radio. Stina frequently debates and writes about culture. In 2008 she initiated an alternative cultural report which gathered a significant number of Sweden’s leading culture workers in opposition to the government’s cultural policy.
Teodor Celakoski is a project coordinator at Multimedia Institute, Zagreb. In the last ten years he initiated several projects and platforms focused on advocating change in the Croatian cultural policy field; in particular confronting the issues of development of non-institutional culture and civil society, like Clubture (the nation-wide program exchange platform for non-institutional culture), Zagreb Culture Kapital of Europe 3000, Alliance for Center for Independent Culture and Youth. Recently he is engaged with The Right to the City campaign fighting against devastation of public spaces in Zagreb and Croatia.

Trevor Davies, founder of Copenhagen International Theatrein 1980, originally a town planner. Later he was secretary general of the Aarhus Festival and Copenhagen 96 Cultural Capital of Europe as well as co-founder of the Danish Centre for Culture and Development (DCCD). From 2000-04 he was director of Salisbury International Arts Festival and 2004-06 of the New Writing Partnership, Norwich. He has also been chairman of the National Culture Foundation, Denmark. Apart from being a part of the artistic direction of Copenhagen International Theatre, Trevor Davies is also project manager of Aarhus 2017 European Capital of Culture.

Valeria Marcolin is a freelance consultant and project manager for different cultural organizations in Europe, specialising in international relations, networking and fundraising project development. Her missions include prospect activities, dialogue with political institutions and representatives, animation of working groups, project writing, advising in communication, media and building partnerships strategy as a project organiser. She was General Secretary of the European network Union of the Theatres of Europe after being its communication and PR manager.

Volker Hassemer, Co-founder and Chairman of the Management Board of the E.E.I.G. ASfE. Doctor of Laws. He is a former Senator for Urban Development and Environmental Protection in Berlin, former Senator for Cultural Affairs. Volker was Chairman of the managing board of “Partner für Berlin” (1996-2002) as well as Chairman of the Board of Stiftung Zukunft Berlin.

Yuriy Vulkovsky, Executive Director, Foundation for Urban Projects and Research, “A Soul for Europe” Strategy Group Member. He is a cultural researcher, consultant and practitioner. Since 1994 he has been involved in a number of research and action projects in the field of cultural policy, cultural management, mapping of the cultural sector, civic participation in policy-making, social impact of the arts, and others. Since 2004 he is teaching cultural policy in New Bulgarian University and then in Sofia University. In 2005 he has created the first Bulgarian web-site for cultural policy - http://culturalpolicy.dir.bg. Since March 2009 he is executive director of the Foundation for Urban Projects and Research.

